
Appleton Area School District Annotation Marks  

Annotation is a note of any form made while reading text. “Reading with a pencil” 

• Annotation is not highlighting.  
• Annotation occurs with digital and print texts.  
• Annotation slows down the reader in order to deepen understanding. 
• Annotation is different than note taking.  Annotation is on the text. 
• Annotation begins with a purpose. 

 
 

Annotations in Kindergarten  
Should be done through modeling and shared experiences 
 

  ___ = underline the major points 
 

            = circle key words or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you  
 

      ? = use a question mark for questions you have during reading … be sure to 
record your question(s) 

 
Annotations in grades 1-2 
Continue modeling and shared experiences, gradually releasing towards independence 
 

 ___ = underline the major points 
 

            = circle key words or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you  
 

      ? = use a question mark for questions you have during reading … be sure to 
record your question(s) 

 
Annotations in grades 3-5 
 

 ___ = underline the major points 
 

            = circle key words or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you  
 

      ? = use a question mark for questions you have during reading … be sure to 
record your question(s) 
 

        = put a box around any academic words that might be important 
 

 ! = use an exclamation mark for things that surprise you… briefly note what 
caught your attention 
 

       = making a connection to something inside the text or to an idea or experience 
outside the text… briefly note your connection 



Annotations in grades 6-12 
 

 _____ = underline the major points 
 

               = circle key words or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you  
 

 ? = use a question mark for questions you have during reading … be sure to 
record your question(s) 
 

        = put a box around any academic words that might be important 
 

 ! = use an exclamation mark for things that surprise you… briefly note what 
caught your attention 

 
       = making a connection to something inside the text or to an idea or experience 

outside the text… briefly note your connection 
 

 [ ] = quotable… information that you would want to quote in a discussion 
 Important Evidence 
 Significant Quote 
 Significant Opinion  

 
 EX = when the author provides an example 

Making notes in the margin: 

Kindergarten- Second grade: Write questions, make connections and predictions 
through modeling and shared experiences  
Grades 3-12: Gradually release margin notes towards independence 

 Write definitions 
 Ask questions 
 Translate ideas into your own words 
 Make connections…other books, classes, life experiences, background knowledge 
 Capture emotional reactions 
 Summarize 
 Comment on ideas 
 Predict what will happen 
 Agree/disagree with the writer 

Information and ideas are from Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey… Annotating Text to Deepen Understanding 

 


